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Charles County Literacy Council Honors Its President

By unanimous acclamation, the Board of Directors of the Charles County Literacy Council, Inc., voted to honor its current president, Sonja Scharles, as this year’s nominee to the 11th Annual Charles County Commission for Women’s Awards Banquet to be held Friday, April 18, 2008.  This year’s banquet theme is “Celebrate Our Past . . . Embrace Our Future.” Sonja joined the Board of Directors in 2003, and immediately began chairing the Council’s Tutor Training Workshops.  She became Board President in the fall of 2005, holding this position concurrently with her Workshop responsibilities.  Sonja has ably led the Board in new and innovative programs, resulting in increased visibility in the Charles County nonprofit community, and improving its funding opportunities.  Her term of office runs through April 2009. A heartfelt thank you and congratulations to Sonja!

eBay Giving Works and iGive Donations for Literacy Council
If you sell on eBay, you can donate to the Charles County Literacy Council. eBay Giving Works enables you to list items on eBay and donate part or all of the final sale price to the Charles County Literacy Council. You can enhance buyer trust and loyalty by aligning with a cause, and you will receive a receipt for your tax-deductible donations.  In the spirit of giving, eBay rewards your generosity by crediting a portion of the insertion and final value fees back to you! Learn how to sell your items through eBay Giving Works to benefit Charles County Literacy Council by reading the detailed step-by-step instructions at http://givingworksebay.com/sell/. You can also get eBay donations if you go into the I Give website, click on the A-Z listing for stores, and then scroll down to eBay and click that link. A small window opens as active during your "store" (eBay) session. No matter what you purchase or bid on at eBay, CCLC will get a small portion through iGive each time as long as you have CCLC set-up at iGive.  If you haven't registered at iGive yet (CCLC also gets $5 bonus fee for each new registrant), go to: http://www.igive.com
Our thanks goes to Hillary Theriault, the Literacy Council's Fundraising and Outreach Chair person who provided the above information and arranged to have this set up for the Council, and to Paula Greaser-Hayes, our NSWC Coordinator.

Charles County Women’s Fair
CCLC participated in the March 1st Charles County Women’s Fair held at the College of Southern Maryland, by renting and staffing an exhibit table at the Fair.  Board members Jack Faherty and Jeanette Madison were CCLC’s hosts, and were assisted by Darlene Adams.  Many people stopped by the exhibit to inquire about our services, and we made contact with several potential tutors and prospective students.  Darlene was a member of this year’s steering committee and is a founding member of the Women’s Fair. 

Successes!

Tutor Ann O’Boyle has been tutoring her student since February 2007. Ann normally calls in her tutoring hours each month.  In March 2008, she called the Literacy Council leaving her tutoring hours and also informing us that she had good news to report: Her student “took her citizenship test in Baltimore and passed and was sworn in as a U.S. Citizen and is VERY HAPPY about that! It’s been a lot of work!” Two of her previous students also passed their citizenship tests within the past year because of her efforts.

Our thanks and appreciation goes to Ann O’Boyle!  Her dedication and commitment to the mission of the Council and to these students have resulted in them being able to comprehend and learn to read and speak English and pass their citizenship tests. Their lives will be forever changed because of Ann’s efforts.

Tutor Connie Swope has been a trained tutor with the Charles County Literacy Council since March 2006. She has been tutoring her student since mid-2006 as well as assisting the Lifelong Learning Center. Except for occasional breaks due to scheduling and other conflicts, she has met with her student for weekly two to three hour tutoring sessions. He has completed all books in Laubach Way to Reading, Level 1, has received his writing certificate, and successfully passed his skills test. On the checkup for Skill Book 1, he earned an outstanding score! He has also read the accompanying readers many times.  

Connie’s student is progressing nicely. He is an eager learner and reader but has difficulty retaining the memory of newer words he’s learned. He is very good at completing his homework and is great with beginning and ending sounds of most words.  Connie uses all of the Literacy Council’s available resources for this reading level as well as flashcards and other books and resources she has purchased on her own.  She is teaching her student how to use the dictionary, and to locate and spell the words.

Connie has also begun tutoring this student in math. He completes all of his homework and is doing well in addition and subtraction and is working on multiplication.  

Since the tutoring began, the student has gotten married and is doing well in his personal life. Connie meets with him regularly discussing his personal literacy goals and she is also beginning to incorporate the use of maps in her tutoring sessions.  They have a wonderful tutoring relationship, and the tutoring has especially helped the student in his business by helping him better communicate with customers. He should soon be progressing to Level 2. Both tutor and student are excited about the positive growth and tutoring experience.

Tutor Joan Sloan has been with the CCLC since 2005. She has been tutoring her current student since late 2005. Other than breaks due to vacations, illness, schedule conflicts, etc. the two have been meeting weekly for approximately 2 hours ever since then.  The student’s goal was to get a better job and her First Aid card. She began at a Level 4 reading level.  She has progressed to Challenger series, Level 5. Joan has worked with her on preparing for her First Aid test. Joan and student took a First Aid/CPR class together and the student passed the test! She is a very determined learner and is challenged to read more and more difficult materials.

Congratulations to Ann, Connie and Joan – and to ALL CCLC tutors who are making a huge difference in the lives of their students!

HOURS, HOURS, HOURS…
Tutors: If you have not reported your hours and/or student’s progress, the program coordinator will assume that you are no longer meeting with your student and will call you or e-mail you to get an update.  Please report your hours and student progress/update.  Call, e-mail, click on the website link, hand them in or snail mail them to the office. Your hours are extremely valuable to CCLC.  Remember: 1) Any hours volunteered at Lifelong Learning Center are to be reported.  2) Tutoring hours are include both travel and preparation time. 3) Track your mileage to and from tutoring – it can be written off your taxes. 4) Time spent to/from/at monthly meetings and any work done for CCLC should be reported as volunteer time.
Next to tutoring, this is the most important thing you do for CCLC!!!
Thank you!  We Appreciate You!!!
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301-870-5974
TO:

If you can read this...

you can teach another adult to read!
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Learn to tutor adults

(All resource materials are FREE to both students and tutors)
FREE 9-hour training for volunteers

April 15, 16, 17, 2008
6 - 9 p.m.

To register call 301-870-5974 or go to www.charlescountyliteracy.org and click on Events page to register.
(Space is limited, reservations are required.) 
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