

Newsletter of the Charles County Literacy Council (CCLC)
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Email: charlescountyliteracy@comcast.net, web site: www.charlescountyliteracy.org
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Monthly meetings held every 1st Tuesday, 7:00 p.m., 10250 La Plata Rd; La Plata, MD Join us!

We’ve Moved

Come visit our new headquarters.  We’re now located in the United Way Building, 10250 La Plata Road (also known as Route 488) in La Plata, MD, near the Charles County Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. When the Board of Education announced in mid-summer that they were closing the Thomas Stone Annex in September, we had to move quickly. In what may rank as one of the quickest relocations on record, Sonja Scharles, our President, searched the county, visited every available site, and found a wonderful and welcoming office in the La Plata United Way building.  While Marlene packed, Darlene arranged for our new phone line (301-934-6488), (easy to remember last 3 numbers because of where we’re now located!), searched for furniture, and kept an eye on our balance sheet. While juggling numerous other tasks, Sonja researched insurance policies and had a new mailbox installed (thanks to her husband Hank and maintenance contact, John Leon.  All three women handled multiple chores daily to get us ready for the move.  Jack Faherty and his father-in-law assembled the book cases at the new location; John Leon anchored the book cases. Sonja and Darlene contributed funds for furniture; Cookie from Charles County Office furniture donated a desk, Arthur Payton, one of our tutors and Board members knowing how limited the CCLC budget is, very generously contributed the entire first year’s rent on our new office.  These charitable gifts will allow us to use our funds for our mission, not our overhead.

On August 29th, moving day, volunteers showed up with SUVs, trucks, dollies and strong backs.  Sonja Scharles, Earle Knapp, Edna Troiano, Darlene and Bob Adams, Renard Johnson, Michael Ellis, Deryl Danner, Sr, Jacinta McDonald, Jane Schumacher and Marlene and Jimmy Cleaveland helped move boxes and furniture out of the Annex and into the new office.  Within a few hours, the move was complete. Jack arrived early to open the new office. Amid the piles of boxes, Jacinta set up the computer and Christy and Kevin Washington dropped by to offer their IT support. What would normally have taken months was completed in a few weeks, thanks to the energy and commitment of CCLC members. (Note: special thanks also to Elizabeth Sinnes at the Lifelong Learning Center (LLC) in Waldorf for our continued partnership, offer of space, use of a dolly and mail area within the LLC for pick-up/drop off of tutor materials.) (article written by EdnaTroiano)
Student Success Stories
Raymond Broadway celebrated his 44th birthday and his progress since his studies with the Charles County Literacy Council began in September 2008.  In those fast nine months, he has steadily and enthusiastically worked ahead with commitment, dedication, and perseverance.  The results were clear as he reviewed his “Student Learning Goals” that he first completed during his first tutoring session. (These goals indicate where a student hopes to be in six to nine months.)
The form’s eight categories of Goals itemized what makes up a life painfully methodically:  “Daily Living”; “Community”; “Finances”; “Food and Shopping”; “Transportation”; “Health”; “Employment”; Education.”  Each Goal column asks that the completer “Check one” either “If can do” or “If want to do.”  These choices are then followed by percentages of 25, 50, 75, and 100% to also be checked.  Are you able to do these every day tasks and at what level of competence?  This is a challenging way to evaluate anyone’s life, especially one that has been in turmoil.   Back in May, Raymond Broadway checked only eleven “can do’s.”  He estimated about fifty “want to do’s” and was not confident about his abilities even in the “can do” column.  The 25% column showed a smattering of partial accomplishments such as “read labels on food”; “learn about staying healthy”; “understand doctor/pharmacist instructions and read medication instructions”; “fill out a job application.”  But at a 25% readiness, the challenges were significant.  A review of the “Student Learning Goals” on the bright morning of May 5 was a different story, and a different Raymond Broadway updated the form. The answer was “can do” and at a 100 percent competency level for more than half of the choices; and a capability of 50-75 percent was assigned to the rest.  

Bus schedules are understood; job applications have been completed; doctors’ instructions are understood; filing taxes is completed; establishing -- and keeping -- a budget for housing is a given. Mr. Broadway works part-time, sings in a choir, visits his daughter and grandson in a nearby city. Orchestrating all this has not been and is still not easy for Raymond.  The road from Jude House in Bel Alton to the Robert J. Fuller Transitional House for independent living in Waldorf is not very many actual geographical miles away. The actual journey required is a distance several times the circumference of the globe. The travel is continuing, with many milestones in the future. The trip has many hills and even mountains yet to be climbed, but the confidence to travel the distance is clear for Raymond Broadway, Charles County Literacy Council Star. (This student has granted permission for his name to be used. Article submitted by Judith Allen-Leventhal, CSM Professor and CCLC tutor since April 2008.)


The following was submitted by Arthur Payton; Art has served as a volunteer tutor with the Literacy Council for two years and on the Board as the Web Chair for a year – 
 “In the almost two years that I've been a literacy tutor the greatest joy I've had is watching the "light come on" as a student suddenly realizes they've learned something...that what was once dark has become light.  I had one of these experiences in one of my most recent tutoring sessions.  My current student, a construction worker from Mexico, has been living in the U.S. about 13 years.  Though "functional" in English he still struggles with it so as we progress he's not only learning to read but he's also gaining a lot of new vocabulary.  One of the study materials we use is called "Focus on Phonics" which is particularly useful for students to get "an ear" for the different letter and letter combination sounds.  This really comes in handy with a non-native English speaker student.  As we work through "Focus" I ask him if he knows the meaning of the words in the exercises.  If he doesn't, I'll write on a flash card the word, its meaning and an example sentence with the word to show how it's used.  One of the words we came across recently was "dawn."  He had heard it many times (a supervisor telling him to show up to a job site at "dawn") but had no idea what it meant other than "early."  I told him it meant, basically, "first light."  At that moment I saw the light come on as he finally grasped the actual meaning of a word he often heard at work...but didn't fully understand. Now he doesn't have to guess what time to show up but knows that he needs to show up as the dark becomes light.  
Playing a part in this illumination is truly rewarding. He's been a great student...punctual, ready and eager to learn and has progressed from virtually no reading ability (though he's good at math and with numbers) to successfully completing Laubach I and is steadily working his way through Laubach II and supplemental materials.  His goal is to be able to pass the U.S. citizenship test and to make himself more marketable professionally.  With his initiative, I'm sure those goals are in reach.”

Jack Faherty is Vice President of the Charles County Literacy Council. He organizes several fundraisers for the Council throughout the year. He has also tutored 14 students in math over the past several years and seen phenomenal growth and success in each of these students’ knowledge and understanding of mathematics. Below is his success story with one particular recent student.  We are very fortunate to have Jack and we thank him for all the fine work he does for the Council and for the community.  

“This is a story about my experience with a student that I spent the last 5 months tutoring in mathematics.   The student wants to enter the armed forces within the enlisted ranks.  He is 19 years old and a high school graduate. Like many other students he did not fully apply himself, while in school, but did pass most classes and received his diploma. When you take your military entrance exam, the higher the numerical score you receive in math and English, the higher the number of specialties you are allowed to become candidates for once you are admitted.
The student indicated to me that he had an aptitude for automobile mechanics. He enjoys working on motors and said that  it is the kind of work he would love to do for a living.

However, after taking the pre-exam, which is about the same level of difficulty as the official exam, (the primary difference being the pre-exam does not count it is just a “practice” exam), the student scored well below what was required for mechanics school.

One of the things I enjoyed about tutoring this student was his enthusiasm. He really wanted to learn, was always on time, and never missed an assignment. I generally tutor one day a week, but in his case, I made it two. After assessing this student, one of his problems was his ability in basic math, specifically, the multiplication (or times) tables. These tables are no longer generally used for teaching multiplication in the public schools, although they are extremely helpful. Therefore, the first task I had was getting the student up to speed on this vital part of his math education. Without knowing nine times eight is seventy-two, for instance, the student could never progress to multiplying or dividing fractions. After he committed the tables to memory, we started practicing multiplying, dividing, whole numbers, as well as learning the formulas for adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing fractions. Then we moved on to converting fractions to decimals and decimals to fractions.  Finally, we had several sessions on problem solving.

Many times, we had to take two steps forward and one-step back, but he stuck in there, in spite of occasional set backs. Finally, three days before my student was to take the Air Force examination, he seemed to become anxious. We had a nice chat and I explained that it is not where you are in life but the direction you are moving in that counts, and if he did not do well he should pick himself up and start again. The student took the exam, and needed a raw score of 76 to get into auto mechanics school.  I am happy to report he received a score of 87!  He is well on his way for a career in the United States Air Force. (Congratulations to this student and to his tutor Jack Faherty!)
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 Charles County Literacy Council  is a partner agency of the United Way of Charles County
Schedule of Upcoming Events
Monthly CCLC Meeting
Every First Tuesday of the Month (except Jun-Aug)




7:00-8:30 p.m., United Way Bldg, 





10250 La Plata Road (Route 488), La Plata, MD 20646





(in the meeting room)





Next Meeting – October 6, 2009

All are welcome. Tutors, come share your ideas and expertise in addition to student issues.
Volunteer Tutor Workshop
October 27, 28, 29, 2009,





LifeLong Learning Center, Waldorf, MD





6:00-9:00 p.m. each evening (registration required.)




email: charlescountyliteracy@comcast.net




for more information or visit the Events page 





at our website: www.charlescountyliteracy.org
Borders Fundraiser

December 2009 (dates to be set soon). We wrap





books/gifts for donations. Want to help? Contact us.
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
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Program Coordinator: Marlene Cleaveland


Board of Directors and Chairpersons


President: Sonja Scharles


Vice President: Jack Faherty


Treasurer: Darlene Adams


Secretary: Edna Troiano


Personnel Evaluation: Michael Ellis


Newsletter: Edna Troiano/M. Cleaveland (open)


Publicity: Jeanette Madison


Student Assessments: Edna Troiano (Chair)


Jack Faherty, Sonja Scharles, M. Cleaveland


Workshop Chair: Nicole Bennett


Web Chair: Art Payton


Fundraising & Outreach: (open)


NSWC contact: Paula Greaser-Hayes

















Fundraising & Outreach: Vacant








UPCOMING VOLUNTEER TUTOR WORKSHOP





The next Volunteer Tutor Workshop will take place October


27-29 2009, from 6:00-9:00 p.m. at the Lifelong Learning Center in Waldorf, MD. Registration is required. All materials and light dinner fare will be provided at no charge. Donations accepted. Class is filling up quickly; to register, contact Marlene Cleaveland at the Literacy Council at 301-934-6488 or register online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.charlescountyliteracy.org" ��www.charlescountyliteracy.org�; click on the Events page.


(Also see our monthly meeting schedule and other events, Pg 4)
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